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EPIPHANY & BAPTISM OF OUR LORD SUNDAY JANUARY 11 & 12, 2024

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME & GREETING

OPENING HYMN~ ‘Songs of Thankfulness & Praise’ (vs. 1-4)
1 Songs of thankfulness and praise,

Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise,

Manifested by the star

To the sages from afar,

Branch of royal David’s stem

In Thy birth at Bethlehem:

Anthems be to Thee addressed,

God in man made manifest.

2 Manifest at Jordan's stream,
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;
And at Cana wedding guest
In Thy Godhead manifest;
Manifest in pow'r divine,
Changing water into wine;
Anthems be to Thee addressed,
God in man made manifest.

3 Manifest in making whole
Palsied limbs and fainting soul;
Manifest in valiant fight,
Quelling all the devil's might;
Manifest in gracious will,

Ever bringing good from ill;
Anthems be to Thee addressed,
God in man made manifest.

4 Sun and moon shall darkened be,
Stars shall fall, the heav'ns shall flee;
Christ will then like lightning shine,
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All will see His glorious sign;

All will then the trumpet hear,
All will see the Judge appear;
Thou by all wilt be confessed,
God in man made manifest.

INVOCATION

P: In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

C: And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
P: And God said, “Let there be light.”

C: The voice of the Lord is over the waters.

P: The voice of the Lord is powerful.

C: The voice of the Lord is full of majesty.

P: The voice of the Lord reveals Jesus as His Son.

C: The voice of the Lord reveals we are His children too.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P:

In Holy Baptism, each of us was baptized into the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. In Baptism, we were united with
Christ. Yet, we have often lived as if we were entirely independent and
autonomous. We have lived as if our identity were not in Jesus, but in our
own selfish desires. Yet, our heavenly Father invites us to turn back to Him
and ask for His forgiveness.

Silence for reflection.

Heavenly Father,

we confess that we are by nature sinful and have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed. On account of Jesus, forgive us, renew us, and
unite us to Your name.



C:

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for you. In
Baptism, you were united to Christ in both His death and resurrection.
You were buried with Him, but also raised to walk in newness of life. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the & Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. We are dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

KYRIE (Spoken)

C: Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy
upon us.

THE HYMN OF PRAISE~ ‘Songs of Thankfulness & Praise’ (vs. 5) LSB 394

5 Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord,

Present in Thy holy Word—
Grace to imitate Thee now

And be pure, as pure art Thou;
That we might become like Thee
At Thy great epiphany

And may praise Thee, ever blest,
God in man made manifest.

Text: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P:

C:

P:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River, You
proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit.
Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your
children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life.

We pray this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



FIRST READING~ Isaiah 43:1-3a

I But now, this is what the LORD says-- he who created you, O Jacob, he
who formed you, O Israel: "Fear not, for | have redeemed you; | have
summoned you by name; you are mine.

2When you pass through the waters, | will be with you; and when you
pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through
the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.

SFor | am the LORD, your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; | give Egypt for your ransom, Cush.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C:Sing Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING~ Romans 6:1-11

'What shall we say, then?2 Shall we go on sinning so that grace may
increase?¢ 2By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longere 30r
don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into his death? 4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, we too may live a new life.

5If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly
also be united with him in his resurrection. ¢For we know that our old self was
crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves to sin-- 7because anyone who has died has been
freed from sin.

8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For
we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again;
death no longer has mastery over him. 19The death he died, he died to sin
once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.

N the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ

Jesus.

R: This is the Word of the Lord.

C:Sing Thanks be to God.

P: This is the Gospel according to St. Luke, the3d chapter.

All: sing Glory to You, O Lord.



GOSPEL READING~ Luke 3:15-22

15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their
hearts if John might possibly be the Christ. 16John answered them all, "l baptize
you with water. But one more powerful than | will come, the thongs of whose
sandals | am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
with fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to
gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with
unguenchable fire." 18And with many other words John exhorted the people
and preached the good news to them.

17But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of Herodias, his
brother's wife, and all the other evil things he had done, °Herod added this to
them all: He locked John up in prison.

2IWhen all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too.
And as he was praying, heaven was opened 22and the Holy Spirit descended
on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my
Son, whom | love; with you | am well pleased."
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C:sing Praise to You, O Christ.

CONFESSION OF FAITH ~ The Nicene Creed

All: | believe in one God, the Father Alimighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God
of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being
of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.



And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for
the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the
life of the world to come. Amen.

(Be seated)
CHILDRENS TIME

SERMON HYMN-~ ‘All Christians Who Have Been Baptized’ LSB 596
1 All Christians who have been baptized,

Who know the God of heaven,

And in whose daily life is prized

The name of Christ once given:

Consider now what God has done,

The gifts He gives to ev'ryone

Baptized into Christ Jesus!

2 You were before your day of birth,
Indeed, from your conception,
Condemned and lost with all the earth,
None good, without exception.

For like your parents’ flesh and blood,
Turned inward from the highest good,
You constantly denied Him.

3 But all of that was washed away—
Immersed and drowned forever.
The water of your Baptism day
Restored again whatever
Old Adam and his sin destroyed
And all our sinful selves employed
According to our nature.



In Baptism we now put on Christ—
Our shame is fully covered

With all that He once sacrificed
And freely for us suffered.

For here the flood of His own blood
Now makes us holy, right, and good
Before our heav'nly Father.

O Christian, firmly hold this gift

And give God thanks forever!

It gives the power to uplift

In all that you endeavor.

When nothing else revives your soul,

Your Baptism stands and makes you whole
And then in death completes you.

So use it welll You are made new—
In Christ a new creation!

As faithful Christians, live and do
Within your own vocation,

Until that day when you possess

His glorious robe of righteousness
Bestowed on you forever!

Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005901

SERMON

THE GATHERING OF OUR GIFTS & WE CARE CARDS

OFFERTORY HYMN
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from
me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy

free spirit. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

P:
C:

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer. (after final petition: Amen.)

THE LORDS PRAYER

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

CLOSING SONG~ ‘I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light' LSB 411

1 | want to walk as a child of the light.
| want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain

ref  In Him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

2 | want to see the brightness of God.
| want to look at Jesus.

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path,
And show me the way to the Father. Refrain
3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ.

| want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain

Text: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005901



BENEDICTION
P: Arise, shine, for your light has come,

C: and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
P: The Lord Bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
All: sing Amen, Amen, Amen.
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

POST-SERVICE MUSIC
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