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“Gifts Given, Gifts Received, Gifts Entrusted” by Pastor Corey Shaffer 

Christmas has a way of filling our hands and hearts at the same time. As one year closes and 

another begins, it’s worth asking not only what we received—but what God now places in 

our care to carry forward. 

As Christmas has come and gone, my family and I want you to know how grateful we are for 

the many cards, notes, and gifts you shared with us. Each one was received with genuine 

thanksgiving—not simply for what was given, but for the care and encouragement they 

represented. We are truly blessed to serve among people who know how to give 

thoughtfully and generously. 

As we step into a new year, pause to reflect on what it really means to receive a gift. 

In Scripture, gifts are rarely given merely for enjoyment or display. They’re given with purpose. 

Whether it is material provision, encouragement at the right moment, or the forgiveness of 

sins itself, God’s gifts always come with direction attached. What we receive is entrusted to 

us—not to hoard, but to steward; not to keep to ourselves, but to pass along in love. 

This is true in obvious ways. Financial resources are entrusted to be used wisely and 

generously. Time is entrusted to be spent in service to God and neighbor. Abilities are 

entrusted to build up others rather than ourselves. But it is also true in quieter, more easily 

overlooked ways. Encouragement received becomes encouragement offered. Mercy 

shown to us becomes mercy extended to others. Forgiveness spoken over us becomes 

forgiveness practiced in our own relationships. 

At the center of all this stands the greatest gift of all: the forgiveness of sins in Christ Jesus. 

Unlike every other gift we receive, this one is neither given because we have earned it, nor its 

usage exhausted by our use. The more it is trusted, the more it is shared. The more it is lived in, 

the more it shapes how we live with one another. As we begin a new year, we do not move 

forward empty-handed. We move forward carrying Christ’s mercy with us. 

That reality quietly reorients how we see the year ahead. The question is not simply, “What 

will this year bring?” but also, “What has God already placed in my hands to be used for the 

good of others?” The answer may look ordinary: patience in a difficult situation, a listening 

ear, a willingness to serve without recognition, a word of Gospel hope spoken at the right 

time. Yet God delights to work through such ordinary gifts. 

As we enter this new year together, may we receive with thanksgiving—and serve with joy—

trusting that the God who gives so freely will continue to supply everything we need for faith 

and life. 

Grace and peace to you in the year ahead, Pastor Corey
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Council Meeting Minutes 
November 11, 2025 

6:30 pm 

Attendees: Chuck Gibbons, Jim Nooyen, Paula 
Heil, Ron Herman, Jeff Rieckenberg, 
Jody Cook, Cindy Weigel, Heather Stainbrook, 
Jan Fisher, Pastor Corey Shaffer, Dave Mancusi, 
Nancy Koch. 
 

Not present: John Klingforth Joel Jensen 
Meeting came to order with a quorum at 6:30pm 
 Jim opened in prayer. 
 

Minutes from October 14, 2025, were read and 
reviewed. Motion to approve the minutes was 
made by Nancy Koch and seconded by Heather 
Stainbrook. Motion was carried.  
 

Treasurer Report given by Jeff Rieckenberg 
 Jeff will look into the date of transfer for Mission 
as it was  not  shown in the treasurers report. 
Baptism Fund has a negative balance and 
money has not come into that dedicated 
account for awhile and that account will be 
closed. 
Jeff asked to be put on the LCEF Endowment 
fund to be able to receive an electronic bank 
statement.  
Motion was made to add Jeff to the LCEF 
Endowment fund to be able to receive and 
electronic bank statements. Motion was made 
by Cindy Weigel and seconded by Heather 
Stainbrook.  
 

Motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s 
Report was made by Heather Stainbrook and 
seconded by Nancy Koch. 
 

Pastor’s Report- given by Pastor Corey 
Shaffer 
There was 14 private communions, 2 shut in 
visit No communion, 1 funeral and 1 baptism. 
Our increase to membership was up by 16 new 
members.  

The Guidebook and some of the changes were 
discussed. Advent by Candlelight  sign up 
deadline, November 24th.  
New Soup Fundraiser by Iris Fischer. 
Gift as a mission project. Would like to approve 
funds for this project. 
Motion was made by Cindy Weigel to approve 
funds up to $1000.00 to  gives a gift as a mission 
project and was seconded by Heather 
Stainbrook. 
Motion was made  to accept the Pastor’s Report 
was made by Cindy Weigel and seconded by 
Heather Stainbrook. 
 

Parish Administrator report given by Paula 
Heil 
It was found in Special Collections that there 
was money that was designated for Disasters. It 
was requested to move those funds to the 
Disaster fund with the approval of Social 
Concerns. Permission was granted by Jan 
Fisher. 
 

Family Ministry Report given by Heather 
Stainbrook 
Preschool/4K hosted a Family Night and it was 
well attended and will be putting that on the 
calendar every year. 
Trunk or Treat was very well attended by the 
community. 500-800 were in attendance. 
 

Worship Ministry Report given by Ron Herman 
Pastor Steve Haulke will help with Holiday 
Services 
AED training for the Elders and Ushers went 
well. 
Pastor Carlton’s Retirement is on November 
16th.  
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Missions Report given by Nancy Koch 
Mission is seeking approval of funds as follows: 
$1000-LCMS Disaster Relief 
$250.00-LAMP 
$500.00-FOCUS Food Pantry 
$200.00-Pre-apporval for later Nov. Phil’s 
Friends Pam Berndt,(Elizabeth Circle) 
Total of $1950 
Motion was made to approve the above listed 
funds by Heather Stainbrook and seconded by 
Cindy Weigel. 
 

Lay Person Report Joel Jensen- No report 
given 
 

Discipleship Report given by Chuck Gibbons- 
will pursue an opportunity to advertise at a local 
new business-indoor mini golf.  
 

Social Concerns report given by Jan Fisher- 
Door offerings in November will go towards 
FOCUS food pantry. Social Concerns is also in 
the process of updating the Alums procedure.  

Other Business 
Council approved the proposed 2026 church 
budget and will bring it to the congregation for a 
vote at the meeting on December 14, 2025.  
Second reading of the Qualifications of a Pastor 
was read and approved by council and will bring 
to the congregational meeting for a vote on 
December 14, 2025 
Chuck Gibbons requested approval  to have 
$2500 be authorized for advertisement at the 
mini golf that will be opening up. It is to sponsor 
a hole and St. Luke’s can design the hole and 
advertise for a year. Motion was to approve the 
funds for mini gold advertisement  by Nancy 
Koch and seconded by Heather Stainbrook. 
 

Motion was made by Heather Stainbrook to 
adjourn the meeting and seconded by Cindy 
Weigel.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:50pm  
Pastor Corey Shaffer closed in prayer. 

 
 

 
  

Expense 

Income 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
   

 1 2 3 

4 
Youth Bible      

Study 
Youth Bible      

Study 
412 Young 

Adult Group 
 

5 
 

 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 
 
 

Youth Bible      
Study 

 

12 
 

13 14 15 16 
 
 
 
 
 
Cortlyn Young 

17 

18 
 
 

Youth Bible      
Study 

 

19 
 

20 21 

 
 

22 23 24 

25 
 

Youth Bible      
Study 

 
 
 

      Maxton 
    Klingforth 

26 
 

27 28 29 30 31 

 

SUNDAY YOUTH BIBLE STUDY ……… 9:15 - 10:15 AM 
WEDNESDAY EVENING YOUTH GROUP …….. 6:00 – 8:00 PM    
YOUNG ADULT 412 MEETING ……… 12:00 – 2:00  (meet first SUNDAY of each month) 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

under CC BY-NC-ND 

January 2026 

https://radicalprofeminist.blogspot.com/2011
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://freehighresolutiongraphicsandclipart.blogspot.com/2010/06/misc-png-clip-art_13.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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   St. Luke’s youth seek to be united in Christ, share His love and celebrate our growth in faith. 

THANKS to St Luke’s Congregation for all of the support and prayers that you gave to us in 2025! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grinch Tree with some of the handmade ornaments in 

the Youth Room 

James, Gerry, 

Adison, Maddison, 

Hope and I 

prepping for the 

Youth Advent 

Meal on Dec. 10th 

(Not pic Brian) 

JESUS 

JESUS is the REASON for the SEASON!! 

This is the Youth tree that is 

in the Narthex. It is 

decorated with a variety of 

handmade ornaments that 

the Youth, Paula, and I 

made.  Standing next to it is 

a picture of an angel.   

Please take time to enjoy 

this beautiful tree when 

entering church. From the 

Youth Group and I, wishing 

each of you a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy and 

Blessed New Year! 
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December Recap: 

 Baby Jesus is Born – The Nativity of Our Lord – Luke 2:1-20 

 A Charlie Brown Christmas – Movie Day 

 Happy Birthday Jesus Party 
 

As we look forward to a new year, we can look back and see how Jesus was working in our lives.  As 
the new year begins, we may have new year resolutions, we look at how things had gone last year 
and try to change things that we are doing to make ourselves healthier, maybe eating better, or just 
exercising.  I know that when I have set resolutions in past years it was not long until I had given 
up on trying to reach those goals.  There is one thing that I am going to try 
this year is to ready my bible more.  On the wall outside of the Sunday 
School office is a bulletin board that says what if we treat our bibles like our 
cellphones?  How many of us don’t go anywhere with the phone.  We have so 
much screen time because we are waiting for the next ding to see who has 

likes our Facebook post.  How much better would things be if we put our 
trust in the one who knows all and is right in the middle of our lives.  We just 
need to be in the Word and be listening for what He is trying to tell us. 
Living Water is one of the names of Jesus.  Many of us have heard the story 
of the woman at the well.  When Jesus was on the earth it was not as easy as 
it is today to get water.  They had wells that were on the outskirts of town.  If 
people wanted water to drink or get water for the animals; they would have to lower a bucket down 
and draw the water up.  That is much harder than turning on a faucet.  Jesus told the woman at 
the well that “Everyone who drinks of the water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the 
water that I will give him will never be thirsty again.  The water that I will give him will become in 
him a spring of water welling up to eternal life”.  If we are in God’s word we will be filling up our 
hearts and souls with living water.  How great is that? 

The Living Water - John 7:37-39 
 

If you have any questions about Sunday School, Family Ministry or the Youth Group please contact 
Heather Stainbrook at (715) 459-6815 or Cindy Weigel at (715) 741-1020 and if we don’t know the 
answer, we will get the answer or find out who you need to speak with. 
 

Scripture for 2025 – 2026 
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” – Matthew 16:15 

 

January 2026                      
HAPPY NEW YEAR from Preschool/4K! 

January is going to be another exciting month! 4K will be 

performing a circus for their families at the end of the month. 

It’s always exciting for the students to prepare an act and perform for their audience. 

3K will be having fun with winter themes like penguins, snow, and snowmen.    

2026-2027 theme for the year is “Growing with God”. Pre-Registration has begun! Pre-registration 

forms are available in the church office, preschool office, or on the website. Don’t delay if you or 

someone you know is interested in attending St. Luke’s Preschool/4K. Classes fill up quickly! So help us 

get the word out! If you are interested in meeting any of the staff or would like to see the classrooms, 

please stop by or call the preschool office. We would love to meet with you. We would like to say 

“Thank You” to everyone for your support through donations, supplies and prayers. Your support helps 

us to minister to the families of our community and share the love of Jesus with them, which is the 

purpose of our Early Childhood program. We could not do this without you! THANK YOU! 

Praying God blesses you this coming year!   

 

 
Name Above All Names 
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2026 Confirmation Schedule & Updates 

 

Previously Completed Student Names  

Bible Review* Bentley, Reese, Arianna, Leah, Sam, Brynleigh, Scott 

Holy Communion w/ Parents Bentley, Reese, Arianna, Leah, Sam, Brynleigh, Scott 

10 Commandments Bentley, Reese, Arianna, Leah, Sam, Brynleigh, Scott 

*Note: Confirmands who completed “Bible Review” in the Fall of 2025 are not listed here unless they are near 

completion. 

Names: Bentley & Reese Goodenough; Arianna Goodenough; Leah Johnson; Sam Pixler; Brynleigh Young; & 

Scott Shaffer 

 

Class Name Weeks Time Day Date(s)  

Baptism Class 6 wks 6:00p Wed Jan 7, 14, 21, 28; Feb 4, 11 

Ash Wednesday Service  6:00p Wed Feb 18 

Worship Class w/ Parents 4 wks 6:00p Wed Feb 25; Mar 4, 11 (not 18*), 25 
*Note: The public schools have Spring Break the week of Wed, Mar 18th. 

Holy Week Services:    (Mar 29 – Apr 5)  
• Palm Sunday (weekend)  6:00p Sat Mar 28 
   8:15a Sun Mar 29 
   10:30a Sun Mar 29 
  No confirmation   Wed Apr 1 
• Maundy Thursday  6:00p Thu Apr 2 (no first communions this year) 
• Good Friday  1:00p Fri Apr 3 
   6:00p Fri Apr 3 
  No services   Sat Apr 4 
• Easter  6:30a Sun Apr 5 (Sunrise Worship) 
   8:30a Sun Apr 5 (Easter Worship) 
   10:30a Sun Apr 5 (Easter Worship) 

Robe Fitting & Stoles  6:00p Wed Apr 8 

Apostles’ Creed Class 7 wks 6:00p Wed Apr 8, 15, 22, 29; May 6, 13, 20 

Faith Paper (Due)  4:00p Mon May 4 

Faith Paper Read w/ Parents  6:00p Sun May 10 

Confirmation Service  10:30a Sun May 24 (Memorial Day weekend) 

Public School Graduations   Sat/Sun May 30-31 
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY CORNER 

From Pamela Hilke,  Vice President, 

St. Luke’s Women’s Ministry 

Happy New Year and Epiphany. Thank you to everyone involved with our Advent by 

Candlelight, dinner at Lake Aire and our Bake Sale. And a very big thank you to all the ladies 

involved in any way with Women’s Ministry. We invite ladies who are not currently part of a 

circle or committee to join us, contact me if you have any questions 715-421-3817. We also 

thank Pastor Andersen and Pastor Shaffer, as our advisors. Our 2025 activities included bake 

sales in March and December, providing raffle baskets for Festival Sunday, Joint Meetings in 

January and September(we vote on goals, budgets, new officers and projects for raising 

operating expense funds and our goals). Our planned November Chicken Noodle Soup Sale 

had unexpected issues. We also attend Zone 17 LWML Spring and Fall Rallies at area 

churches. Our nine circles are very busy all year. January 18 is our Joint Meeting, beginning 

with a noon luncheon, followed by a message from members of Love Inc and our business 

meeting. We vote on our 2026 goals and fund raising projects.  All ladies of our congregation 

are invited to attend. God’s blessing to you and your family in this new year.   

 

Upcoming dates: 
Jan 6   6:00pm  WM Exec. Board Meeting 

Jan 18  12:00pm  Jan. Joint Meeting -  Begins with luncheon in Fellowship Hall hosted  

by Rebekah & Eunice Circles    

Feb. 3   6:00pm WM Exec. Board Meeting 

June 18-20   NWD LWML Convention at Marquette, Michigan 

 

 
 

 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY JANUARY CIRCLE MEETINGS 
Lois Circle   Monday, January 12         6:00 pm Room 103 

Anna Circle   Thursday, January 8        10:00 am Bookstore 

Eunice Circle  Thursday, January 8        1:00 pm Renaissance 

Eve Circle  Not meeting in January 

Rebekah Circle Tuesday, January 27         8:30 am Room 105 

Dorcas Circle Tuesday, January 13, 14, 26, 27   9:00 am Fellowship Hall 
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 Betty Ehlert   Jan 3  

Danita Denne’e  Jan 4 

John Higgins  Jan 5 

Shirley Pavlik  Jan 5 

Sophie La Chapelle Jan 5 

Patti Urban   Jan 6 

Gloria Wilcoxen  Jan 6 

Adam Urban  Jan 6 

Suzanne Berg  Jan 7 

Dennis Pelot   Jan 7 

Britany La Chapelle Jan 7 

Rose Uher   Jan 8 

Stephany Andres           Jan 10 

Karl Klingforth          Jan 11 

Kendra Kreutzer          Jan 11 

Sally Merk           Jan 12 

 

 

 

  

January Anniversaries 

John & Bev Bowman   Jan 6   53 years 

Randal & Vicki Anderson   Dec 7   48 years 

Debra & Michael Alft   Dec 9   55 years 

Ronald & Laura Hagen   Dec 11  29 years 

Ronald & Debra Bohn   Dec 19  52 years 

Dal & Karen Easterson   Dec 30  61 years 

 

January Birthdays 

Jon Hillstead Jan 22 

David Romanski Jan 22 

Janet Meddaugh Jan 23 

Timothy Hansen Jan 24 

Maxton Klingforth Jan 25 

Vicki Balko  Jan 25 

Trista Marzofka Jan 25 

Wendy Koch Jan 26 

Stephen Pickett Jan 27 

Jill Paulin  Jan 29 

Candy Rosplock Jan 29 

Adam Fuelberth Jan 29 

Mark McAllister Jan 30 

Patsy St. Martin Jan 30 

 

 

James Van Duser  Jan 12 

Susanne Tuxhorn  Jan 13 

Marissa Klingforth  Jan 13 

Dale Dahl   Jan 14 

Thomas Andres  Jan 16 

Gerald Geishart  Jan 16 

Cortlyn Young  Jan 16 

David Ehlert   Jan 17 

Thomas Hannum  Jan 17 

Timothy Walker  Jan 17 

Coy Johnson  Jan 18 

Kaydence Johnson Jan 18 

Herman Ristow  Jan 20 

Kenley Cook  Jan 20 

Douglas Van Natta Jan 21 

Devin Dahl   Jan 21 
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  JANUARY HELPERS TO WORSHIP 
 
 
Elders:  6:00 Bruce Schoff 
  8:15 Terry Hagen 
  10:30 Jeff Rieckenberg 
 

Ushers : 6:00 Lori & Mark & Dexter Schoff, LouAnne Pufall, Doug & Lucas Van Natta 
 8:15 Sharon Kobishop. Rick Merk, OPEN, OPEN 

10:30 Pat & Kim Young, Pam Hilke, OPEN 
 

Altar Guild:   Jan 3 & 4   6:00 & 8:15 Lori 
 Jan 10 & 11   10:30  Bonnie 
 Jan 17 & 18   6:00 & 8:15 Kami 
 Jan 24 & 25   10:30  Jenny 
 Jan 31 & Feb 1   6:00 & 8:15 Lori 
 

Pew Maintenance: Jeff & Judy Niemann 
 
 

Saturday/Sunday, January 3 & 4, 2026           
Communion Helpers: 6:00 Chuck Gibbons 8:15 John Klingforth 10:30  
Readers:  6:00 Jim Tellekson  8:15 Betty Clouse  10:30 Bill Seipel 
Greeters:  6:00 Virgel & Pam Berndt 8:15 Sandy Christman 10:30 Carla Brizzee 
 
 

Saturday/Sunday, January 10 & 11, 2026            
Communion Helpers: 6:00    8:15    10:30 Ray Jacob 
Readers:  6:00 Barbara Hunt-Caves 8:15 Cheryl Hasenohrl 10:30 Herb Kronholm 
Greeters:  6:00 Sandy Sanger  8:15 Bob & Tina Kubisiak 10:30 Pam Hilke 
 
 

Saturday/Sunday, January 17 & 18, 2026            
Communion Helpers: 6:00 Chuck Gibbons 8:15 John Klingforth 10:30  
Readers:  6:00 LouAnne Pufall 8:15 Jan Langholff  10:30 Herb Kronholm 
Greeters:  6:00 Virgel & Pam Berndt 8:15 Sandy Christman 10:30 Nancy Mancusi  
 

Saturday/Sunday, January 24 & 25, 2026           
Communion Helpers: 6:00    8:15    10:30 Ray Jacob 
Readers:  6:00 Barbara Hunt-Caves 8:15 Jody Cook  10:30 Dave Urban 
Greeters:  6:00 Sandy Sanger  8:15 Tina & Bob Kubisiak 10:30 Arlene Van Duser 
 

Saturday/Sunday, January 31 & February 1, 2026          
Communion Helpers: 6:00 Harvey Henke  8:15 Jerry Klingforth 10:30  
Readers:  6:00 Connie Sherd  8:15 Jan Langholff  10:30 Barbara Hunt-Caves 
Greeters:  6:00 Virgel & Pam Berndt 8:15 Bonnie Rendmeister 10:30 Shirley Wagner 
 
February 1st Ushers 6:00 Bob Hall, Ron Bohn, Jerry Klingforth, Dave Sommerfeldt, Ron Hagen 
   8:15 Dean & Pauline Krommenacker, OPEN, OPEN 
   10:30 Phil Abel, OPEN, OPEN, OPEN 
 
February 1st Elders 6:00 Ron Herman 
   8:15 Dale Scheunemann 

Ron Herman schedules the Elders, Communion Helpers, & Ushers 
Ron Stowell schedules the Greeters  Barb Hunt-Caves schedules the Readers 

Jenny Damrau schedules Altar Guild 
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Join Us for Sunday Morning Fellowship… held at 9:15am each Sunday. We welcome 

those leaving the 8:15 service and those arriving for Sunday School or Youth and 

Adult Bible Studies or anyone else wanting to join in. Pastries and coffee are served 

in the Office Lobby and Fellowship Hall, but more importantly, this is a time for 

members to catch up or get to know each other. 
 

An Additional Note: The cost of providing this fellowship time is approximately $40 

per Sunday with average donations about $30-32. With the increasing costs of 

coffee and pastries, we don’t quite make our expenses anymore. Please consider a 

donation or an increased donation so we can continue to provide refreshments. 

ALSO, we have only two faithful volunteers who take care of purchasing and 

plating the donuts and making coffee. Might this be a way you could serve St. 

Luke’s? If so, please call the church office (715-423-5990) and volunteer or talk to 

the host directly on Sunday morning to find out about the responsibilities. 
 

Celebrating a special occasion? You can sponsor a Sunday Fellowship Time by 

providing a donation to cover the expenses and providing information on the 

occasion to the church office. Signs will be set up by the reception areas to honor 

the occasion and recognize your sponsorship. Reception volunteers will take are of 

the rest. 

Fellowship

Book Store News 

Thank you for all your support in 2025! 

 

Please stop by and check out the remaining Christmas items, including Christmas 

cards (if you like to get a head start for next year!) 
 

We offer a nice selection of boxed greeting cards.  Treat yourself to a devotional book. 

 
God’s blessings to you in the new year! 

 

OFFICE STAFF E-MAILS 

Pastor Corey Shaffer, Admin Pastor  Corey.Shaffer@UnderShepherd.org 
Elaine Herman, Youth Director eherman@stlukeslutheran.com 
Paula Heil, Parish Administrator admin@stlukeslutheran.com 
Victoria Hahnenberg, Staff Assistant mail@stlukeslutheran.com 
St. Luke’s Preschool/4K preschool@stlukeslutheran.com 
Newsletter Items mail@stlukeslutheran.com & admin@stlukeslutheran.com  
Jim Nooyen, Congregation Chairman jipano@charter.net 

mailto:Corey.Shaffer@UnderShepherd.org
mailto:eherman@stlukeslutheran.com
mailto:admin@stlukeslutheran.com
mailto:mail@stlukeslutheran.com
mailto:preschool@stlukeslutheran.com
mailto:mail@stlukeslutheran.com
mailto:admin@stlukeslutheran.com
mailto:jipano@charter.net
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St. Luke's Student Fund has provided grants to three students this current 
academic year. Garrett Anklam is in his final year at Seminary. Please take a 

moment to read his personal letter to our congregation: 
 

Hello St. Luke’s Family, 

Greetings in the name of our Lord! As we celebrate this Advent season together, we have so 

much to be joyful for. This year, I am especially reminded of the Lord’s perfect timing. Our 
lives are full of waiting. Waiting for the salt to melt the ice off the road, waiting for my 

seminary classes to end and call day to arrive, waiting for the text that your family made it 

home safe… Ultimately, we are all waiting for one thing: Christ’s second return. If the birth 
of Christ shows us anything, it shows us that God’s plans will consistently confound our 

plans. I was recently reminded of a passage from Isaiah, the prophet who repeatedly 

prophesied the coming Christ: 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares 

the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 

your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” -Isaiah 55:8-9 

Despite the difficulty of waiting, we have a joy. Despite the 

angel’s surprising announcement to Mary, she had a joy. 

Christ is coming again. What may come as a surprise to 
us is no surprise to God. What may seem far away to us is 

already here for God. My prayer is that this season we can 

all wait with an expectant hope grounded in the 

unexpected plans of God. Amen! 

Along with our joy in Christ, my wife, Madelyne, and I are 

filled with joy from you. As I complete my last year of 

seminary it is such a blessing to receive your continued 
support. This last year of school has certainly proved to be 

a challenge. Between tougher classes, a broken-down car, 

and a tighter budget, we have had many surprises thrown 

our way. Nevertheless, God has been so good. We never 
cease to be amazed by the Lord’s provision. His ways are 

higher! We are so grateful for you all and the prayers and 

generosity you provide! 

While I continue my studies and my on-campus maintenance job, Madelyne is enjoying her 
job as well! Upon returning from our vicarage in Houston, Texas, she found a job as a 

teacher’s assistant for four-year-olds. She comes home every day with so many fun stories! 

This past week, we were blessed with the opportunity to come home for Thanksgiving. We 

were reminded of how much we love Wisconsin! As we finish up our seminary time and look 
ahead to Call Day in April, we are just so thankful for our churches back home. Thank you 

for everything you do to make us feel cared for while we are away in Saint Louis! 

In Christ, 

Garrett Anklam 

 
As a St. Luke's member you can help support Garrett, Josh Henry, London Kubisiak              

and other potential students seeking education in full time church work or 
attending Lutheran Universities by purchasing items from the Bookstore or 

providing a donation to the Student Fund.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3

10:00am 
Griefshare

6:00 pm 
Worship/HC

6:00pm        
Revelation 
w/Pastor Corey

Boonie Soup 
Pick-Up           

Sat. & Sun.
6:30pm 
GriefShare

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

8:15am    
Worship/HC

8:30am                           
Vets of the Cross

11:00am             
Ministry on 
Missions

9:45am                    
Women in the Word

10:00am 
GriefShare

6:00pm 
Worship 

9:20am                
Sunday School,               
Youth Bible Study, 
Parents Group, 
Adult Bible Study

10:00am                     
Hope Support 
w/sound

6:00pm              
Women's Ministry 
Meeting

6:00pm                        
Choir,                      
Rltnship Small 
Group,                    
Youth Group,           
Confirmation

10:00am                    
Anna Circle 
Meeting

6:00pm            
AA Meeting

11:45am                     
412 (YA) Group

11:30am                  
Senior Women

1:00pm                  
Eunice Circle 
Meeting

Corn 
Chowder 

Soup Pick-Up                
Sat. & Sun.

5:00pm                   
Game Group

6:30pm                 
Walking w/Jesus

6:00pm         
Revelation 
w/Pastor Corey

Deadline to 
Order Corn 

Chowder Soup

6:30pm 
GriefShare

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

8:15am             
Worship

9:00am                   
Dorcas Circle

9:00am                  
Dorcas Circle

9:45am                    
Women in the Word

10:00am 
Griefshare

6:00pm 
Worship/HC

9:20am                
Sunday School,               
Youth Bible Study, 
Parents Group, 
Adult Bible Study

10:00am                    
Hope Support 
w/sound                         
Deadline for 
French Onion 
Soup 

6:30pm                  
Church Council

6:00pm                       
Choir,                     
Rltnship Small 
Group,                     
Youth Group,           
Confirmation

6:00pm        
Revelation 
w/Pastor Corey

French Onion 
Soup Pick-Up              

Sat. & Sun.

5:00pm                   
Game Group

6:00pm                           
Lois Circle

6:30pm 
GriefShare

6:00pm          
Stephen Ministry

6:30pm                   
Walking w/Jesus

January 2026 
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8:15am    
Worship/HC

8:30am                          
Vets of the Cross

6:00pm   Family 
Ministry Meeting

9:45am                   
Women in the Word

10:00am 
Griefshare

6:00pm 
Worship

9:20am                
Sunday School,               
Youth Bible Study, 
Parents Group, 
Adult Bible Study

9:00am                        
Card Ministry

6:00pm                         
Choir,                      
Rltnship Small 
Group,                   
Youth Group,           
Confirmation

6:00pm         
Revelation 
w/Pastor Corey

Chicken Veg. 
Soup Pick-Up           

Sat & Sun.

12:00pm                     
WM Joint Meeting

6:30pm                  
Walking w/Jesus

6:30pm 
GriefShare

10:30am           
Worship

Deadline for 
Chicken Veg. 

Soup 
5:00pm                   
Game Group

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

8:15am             
Worship

9:00am Dorcas 
Circle

8:30am                
Rebekah Circle

9:45am                    
Women in the Word

10:00am 
Griefshare

6:00pm 
Worship/HC

9:20am                
Sunday School,               
Youth Bible Study, 
Parents Group, 
Adult Bible Study

10:00am Hope 
Support w/sound

9:00am                  
Dorcas Circle

6:00pm                        
Choir,                       
Rltnship Small 
Group,                        
Youth Group,             
Confirmation

6:00pm         
Revelation 
w/Pastor Corey

5:00pm                    
Game Group

6:30pm Walking 
w/Jesus

6:15pm                
Ministry of Worship

6:30pm     
GriefShare

6:00pm              
Stephen Ministry

6:15pm                    
Caring Leaders


